
 

Recognised as a leader in addressing Climate Change  

In June 2019, the Swale Coalition adopted a Climate Change plan with ambitious targets to 
reduce carbon emissions. We are now recognised as a leader. 

Much has been achieved and much more is planned.  

 Carbon reduction in Council owned properties 

 EV charging points in Sittingbourne, Faversham and 
Sheerness, with more to follow 

 Council use of electric vehicles 

 Tree planting, funded by the Council and the Forestry 
Commission 

 Elimination of plastic use 

 Energy and fuel use service to help people to save 
and reduce carbon emissions 

 Installation of community solar panels 

 Energy efficiency criteria in planning decisions 

 Energy savings through remote meetings 

Council Leader Roger Truelove said: 

“It’s an indicator of the progress made by Swale in the last three years that the Kent Wildlife Trust 
approached us as their only local authority partner in their Wilder Carbon project.” 
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Vital improvements to our play areas and visitor economy 

Even before the pandemic, work by the Coalition 
was underway making vital improvements to local 
facilities. This includes refurbishing play areas and 
providing new play equipment.  

Visitors to parks and town centres will see new 
benches and trees. Former public toilets have 
been brought back into use and new ones opened. 
And the council has supported our leisure centres 
and made grants to the Faversham pools.  

 

 

Swale Council is not responsible for education. But we do have 
clear views and recognise how important education is to our 
future prosperity.  

We want to see more vocational and skills education for young 
people. We believe the Isle of Sheppey needs two Secondary 
Schools, one with a commitment to skills. When the new North 
West Sittingbourne School finally opens, we will support strong 
vocational provision.  

New housing in Faversham must be matched with sufficient 
school places. For decades Swale Council supported the building 
of a new Further Education college, but astonishingly, current 
government policy rules this out. 

Responsible v irresponsible 
government 
Remember those evenings we spent clapping 
the NHS and our front line workers? We, in 
Swale Council, pulled out all the stops to set up 
community hubs to support local people and 
worked to get vulnerable people off the streets. 
We made sure people followed the rules. We 
provided vital financial support for local 
businesses. And all, while running local services.  
  
The government’s response to the pandemic 
has been chaotic. They failed to stockpile PPE 
and then handed contracts out illegally. The 
public messages they issued were muddled, 
and care homes were not properly supported.   
 
By the end of 2020, Swale had the highest Covid 
rates in the country. We worked with the NHS 
and others to bring infections down. We put 
public health first and successfully called for 
local vaccination centres within easy reach. We 
applaud our scientists for making the 
breakthrough with the jab. We are not out of 

the woods, but thanks to them we have the 
chance of life returning to normal.  
 
But while most of us were following the rules, 
not able to see sick or dying loved ones, Boris 
Johnson and those around him were at boozy 
parties in Downing Street. The difference 
between Swale and Westminster is integrity. 
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Bringing improvement and 
stability to Swale 
In 2019, the leadership of Swale Council passed 
from the Conservatives to a Coalition of parties 
led by Roger Truelove of the Labour Party as 
Council Leader. The Council now has much 
clearer leadership. We have:  

 Made decision making more open and 
democratic.  

 Put a high priority on improving our public 
places and facilities  

 Tackled homelessness and rough sleeping   
and worked to provide more affordable homes.  

 Sorted out the chaos of the Spirit of Sittingbourne project, and 

 Made changes and improvements in Sheerness.  

 Allocated extra funding to Faversham to support the pools and the West Faversham 
Community Centre.  

 Helped make Swale a better place to visit with a much stronger emphasis on our heritage.  

 Become a leading council in tackling the climate emergency. 

 Forged stronger links with community, voluntary and charitable groups. 

By using the strength from different parties working together, we have found common 
ground and shown real leadership and responsibility, regardless of party politics. 

Labour Councillors (left to right) Ken Rowles, Tim Gibson, Tony 

Winckless, Roger Truelove, Carole Jackson, Ghlin Whelan, Angela 

Harrison, Simon Clark, Julian Saunders & Steve Davey 

Johnson Road play area, just one of many refurbishments in Swale 

Sheppey needs more educational choice 

Tony and Steve are proud of new tree planting 
in the Milton Country Park 

Government staff  “working” their way through food and drink 



  

Ending the chaos in Sittingbourne Town Centre 

When the Coalition took office in 2019 the much 
anticipated Spirit of Sittingbourne scheme in the 
town centre was in chaos.  

The Conservative Council had committed to 
borrowing more than £20 million without firmly 
securing the cinema or any of the restaurants. 
The building work was contrary to the agreed 
planning permission, work on the nearby Multi 
Storey Car Park had stalled, and car parks had 
been gifted to developers for housing without 
any housing being built! Just to add insult to 
injury, the much talked-about Phase 2 didn’t  
come with any plans or funding. 

Just three years later Swale Councillors are in control of the town's future, and we have taken 
charge of how the town centre is developed. We have delivered the Light Cinema and the new 
bowling alley for local families. Nando’s has opened, the hotel and restaurants are thriving, and the 
Multi Storey is finally being used by visitors. 

Under our leadership, the council has set up its own company to make proper use of the available 
land and we are making other improvements to the town centre. There is now a sense of direction 
and purpose which was previously lacking. 

Making Swale better for all 

Without asking for an extra penny from council taxpayers, the 
Coalition on Swale has invested £4 million in improving the public 
realm over the last three years, and made funds available to help 
the community recover from the pandemic. 
 
This has been achieved through using dormant funds that the 
previous Tory administration had banked without any benefit to 
local communities.  
 
We have invested in local parks, town centres, play areas, our skate 
park and coastline. New and renewed public toilets have been 
provided. More trees have been planted. More support has been 
given to public buildings like Faversham Pools, Sheppey Hall and 
Community Halls. We have even found money for closed 
churchyards. 
 
As the community recovers from the pandemic, the Coalition has 

supported 
community 
projects and 
events, and backed 
public festivals, 
including 
Remembrance 
Sunday and 
Christmas lights. 
 
We have also backed initiatives to help children’s 
development and tackle poverty. 

 

Improvements in Sheerness 
and Faversham are underway 

 

In Sheerness, the Swale Coalition parties have 
tackled long-standing issues.  

We have smartened up the High Street, and 
provided a new bridge at Barton’s Point. 
Renovation of the historic Clock Tower has 
started and new toilets are planned for the sea 
front. Help has been given to improve facilities 
for the Sea Cadets, and the old Council offices 
(Master’s House) is being given a new lease of 
life as a business and community centre.  

We have also provided financial support to 
renew the War Memorial. We are now 
preparing a bid to Government to invest in the 
sea front, Beachfields, and the town centre, as 
part of the Government’s Levelling Up plans.  

Sheerness Councillor and Cabinet Member 
Angela Harrison said: “I have heard time and 
time again about investment in the Island, and it 
never materialises. There has been a complete 
change of perspective over the last three years.” 

In Faversham, we have invested in Faversham 
Pools and the West Faversham Community 
Centre and completed the Faversham Rec 
project making it both smarter and greener. 
We have also supported the town centre as we 
emerge from the pandemic. 

Working with the Town Council we have 
helped implement the 20mph scheme and 
have plans to make the town safer for 
pedestrians. New projects are in the pipeline, 
including a car club, improvements in cycling 
facilities and better active travel links with local 
villages. 

The Coalition has also been active in pushing 
for the improved infrastructure that 
Faversham needs.  We have argued for 
improvements at Brenley Corner, new 
investment in drainage and sewage, more 
school places and better GP provision. 

Carole Jackson, Faversham Councillor, said: 

“Faversham needs a borough council that is 
prepared to look forward while protecting our 
heritage. 

 

the Tory cost of living crisis 

 Food prices up 

 Fuel costs rising 

 Cuts to Universal Credit 

 Inflation highest for 30 years 

 Largest tax hike in years 

through National Insurance  

Labour’s plans for the economy 

We hear so many false claims 
about Tory economic 
competence. The truth is, years 
of slow growth and low 
productivity have left us lagging 
behind our competitors. 

Labour’s Shadow Chancellor, 
Rachel Reeves, (pictured) a 
former Bank of England 
economist has said we need: 

 Discipline in government spending with borrowing 
only for investment 

 Growth through investment in people and 

infrastructure 

 Genuine partnership with business. No more f*** 

business the Johnson way.  

Roger Truelove says, “Swale reflects many of the problems 

of the UK economy. There has been too little investment 
from the private sector, low productivity and a crying need 

for skills growth.” 

Julian & Roger at Faversham Pools 

Tim is pleased with mural spruce up 

The new bridge at Barton’s Point, completed in August 2021 

Improved seating in the High Street 

Julian & Carole are pleased to have 
supported the work of this Centre 

New Town Centre facilities welcomed by residents 


